Sunday, July 12, 2026 — 7™ Sunday after Pentecost
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Welcome to Worship

The order of worship is found in the WOV (blue hymnal).
Hymns can be found in the bulletin and in the ELW (red hymnal).

The Prayground (upfront) is available for children. All are welcome!

Introduction

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like
the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth.
Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the
Lord’s table we are fed with Jesus, the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy, and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, * Jesus, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING (WOV p. 28)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE (WOV p.28)
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HYMN OF PRAISE (WOV p. 29)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 30)

Let us pray:

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees
that clap their hands.

'"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, '' so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it. ” For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands. " Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall
not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.




SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The
Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of
resurrected life.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. ° For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending Christ in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh
but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. © To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. " For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God. * But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
'“But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 31)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. * Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. * And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out
to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'““Hear, then, the parable of the Sower. '“ When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. ** As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, *' yet such a person has
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of
the word, that person immediately falls away. * As for what was sown among thorns, this
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. > But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Pastor Chris Flohr

SERMON Pastor Chris Flohr
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HYMN OF THE DAY  For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Spoken in unison.

I have faith in God, in response to over whelming love. I believe God created me and
has given to me gifts beyond measure. I have faith in Jesus, who emptied Himself
out of His love for me. I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin and was raised
to life on the third day. His death is mine, His resurrection is mine, new life is mine
because of Jesus’ words and work. I believe that Jesus is preparing a place for me
and will come again to take each of us to be with Him. I believe in the Holy Spirit in
response to overwhelming love. I believe that the Holy Spirit is present here among
us and lives within each person. The Spirit continues to call people by the Gospel
and creates and builds the Church of Christ. Through the power of the Spirit, I
have power to stand in strength and against all adversity.

Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world
(global concerns may be named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all
who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May
those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment
among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith (especially Bishop Nathan
Séderblom, whom the church commemorates today). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The minister and congregation greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these
or similar words: Peace be with you.
Please be seated.

OFFERING An offering is given for the mission of the church.

MUSIC OFFERING Voluntary by G.F. Handel

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen




Please rise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (WOV P. 36)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER Spoken in unison.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p. 39)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (WOV p. 41)

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

Amen
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BENEDICTION
As we go on our way, God goes with us, God goes before us to show us the way, God
goes behind us to encourage, beside us to befriend, above us to watch over, within us to

give us peace.
AMEN

Please rise.

SENDING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown ELW 550
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB120751.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
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WORSHIP LEADERS:

Pastor: The Reverend Christian Flohr
Director of Music/Organist: Sue Correll
Assisting Minister: Samantha Crisman
Ushers: Craig Morris & Randy Painter
Assistant: Jay Winkfield

Table Steward: Tammy Kibler

Tray: Abby Bright

Steeple Bell Ringer: Bill Carper

TODAY AT ST PAUL

9:30a Worship Service w/Holy Communion

July 5 Attendance: 48 Offering $

INTERCESSION. Please keep the following in your prayers:
David Keister (Dee Keister): Strength, healing & comfort

Bill Laven (Dee Keister): Strength, healing & comfort

Lydia (Friend)

Xiomara (Friend)

Major earthquakes (2) in Venezuela. Loss of friends, family members, homes and
businesses

Shannon Wallace Miller (Debbie Winkfield): Healing

Karen Whitestone (Debbie Winkfield): Healing

Quinn Bickel (Friend): Successful bone marrow transplant

Jaz Curtin (Friend): Healing
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INFORMATION

* The altar flowers are given by Ida Smith in honor of my grandchildren, Christian,
Carrington, Jalen, Marissa, Kristina, Alexis and in honor of my great grandchildren,
Kennedy, Cameron, Bryleigh, Jake, Zoie, Renly and Maisie Grace.

* Please disregard, delete and block any emails, texts or phone call
correspondence pretending to be Pastor Chris asking for gift cards or to help
with a special ministry.

St Paul Courier for July: Copies available in the Narthex.

* The Blessing Box needs non-perishables: canned proteins, boxed items, baby items
and personal hygiene items. Place them in the Blessing Box or drop them by the
annex (Monday — Thursday 10am — 2pm).

¢ Worship Leaders/Communion Helpers If you are interested in helping with
worship, please let Diana know. Whether it be Assisting Minister, Ushers, Altar Guild or
Steeple Bell Ringer. Communion. Table Steward (over sees and refills the communion
elements as needed); Communion Assistants You can either be a substitute or be put in
regular rotation.

* Need a ride? If you or someone you know needs a ride to church or to a

medical appointment or the grocery store, please contact the church office. We have
volunteers who would be glad to serve for this purpose.

¢ Lectors when you read on Sundays please speak loudly and into the mic when you
read for our hard of hearing folks. Feel free to adjust the mic close to you as needed
when you read. We appreciate your service!

* Quilt Raffle winner the winning ticket number is 5532252

+ St. Paul Lutheran Church Yard Crawl Sale When: Saturday August 8" 7am-3pm.
Where: Church Parking Lot by Church Annex. What: Bring donated items for the sale to
the Church Annex 9am-2pm Monday — Thursday August 37-6'". Set-up for the Sale
Friday August 7% 9am-12 noon (Lunch provided) and 5pm-7pm (Dinner provided).
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Church Narthex starting Sunday July 12% to sign up
to work shifts at the sale and for a clean-up crew on Saturday at 3pm. Additional items
gladly received to sale are cookies, pies, breads, cakes, etc. Please No computers, TVs
or large appliances. *All proceeds from the sale will go to the church. Thank you!*
Questions: Call the church office 540-465-3232 or contact Kayce Flohr
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* Just Because is sponsoring Tools for Teachers collection through August
10™. Back to school items needed: Expo Black Dry Erase Markers, Glue
Sticks, #2 Pencils, Index Cards, Post-It Notes, Composition Notebooks,
Scissors (all sizes). You can donate items or you can donate and they can shop
for you. justbecauseteach@gmail.com.

Scan to Donate, we buy for you. Scan for Amazon wish list

THIS WEEK AT ST PAUL
Tues. July 14:

9:30a Crafters and Cards St. Paul QR Codes: Always make sure when you
5131513 Gentle Flow Yoga scan QR codes that the link is where you were
class

expecting it to go...if it isn’t — don’t click on it!
St. Paul’s website: St. Paul’s Giving

Wed. Julyl5:
Newsletter Deadline

9a Finance Meeting

10a Council Meeting

5p BP Check

5:30p Community Meal —
St. Paul

Thurs. July 16:

10a Yoga

Sun. July 19:
9:30a Worship Service No Holy Communion

[®:
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